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DevelopmentsDevelopments

• NERC Vocabulary Server release 1.1.4

• Bug fixes

• Versioning now fully implemented (1.1.3 
always served the latest version)

• Consequently 
http://vocab.ndg.nerc.ac.uk/list/P071/11 is 
half the size of 
http://vocab.ndg.nerc.ac.uk/list/P071/12



DevelopmentsDevelopments

• Vocabulary editor

• Until now external content governance (e.g. 
Alison for Standard Names) instructs BODC 
who then make changes

• API plus client (currently under test) 
developed to facilitate external maintenance

∗ Each vocabulary tagged with an update 
policy that translates to a role

∗ Users having that role may edit the 
vocabulary



DevelopmentsDevelopments

• Content

• Synchronised publication of new versions 
(including the V12 population explosion)

∗ Aliases managed as deprecates

∗ Note assertion that aliases are synonyms is 
no longer valid (e.g. 
surface_snow_thickness_where_sea_ice 
replaced by surface_snow_thickness)

∗ BODC allocates a semantically neutral key 
to each concept (concept definition change 
possible within CF governance)



DevelopmentsDevelopments

• Mappings

• Linkage between Standard Name and 
Canonical Units implemented as a mapping

∗ Uses a SeaDataNet vocabulary (P061)  but 
would prefer UDUNITS (any plans to 
address units as URIs?)

• Mappings to SeaDataNet and GCMD (May 
2007) being maintained (about 50% done for 
V12 additions)

• All aliases mapped to their replacements

• Further internal mappings possible



UsageUsage

• At the end of August, robot access of VS URLs 
was discouraged (Tomcat started running out 
of file handles)

• During September, usage by method was:

searchTerm 1074
getMap 17267
verifyTerm 58
getList 40807
whatLists 5157
getRelatedRecordByCriteria 1002
getRelatedRecordByTerm 841
whatListsCat 674



FutureFuture

• Vocabulary Server Infrastructure

• V2 API and document payload format under 
consideration

∗ Currently at the stage of examining what 
other people (CSIRO, MMI, ISOcat, 
INSPIRE, GEMET) are doing

∗ Objective is maximising interoperability 
through standards conformance

• Editor enhancement to support management 
of mappings



FutureFuture

• NETMAR

• NETMAR is an EU project primarily to 
provide marine disaster management tools

• Requirement for a multilingual semantic 
framework to be developed jointly by BODC 
and University College Cork

• Very well resourced
∗ Should cover 

– V2 API development and deployment
– Content development, including mappings
– Bridging of NERC Vocabulary Server to other semantic 

resources (primarily GEMET)



FutureFuture

• CF Engagement

• Use cases not addressed by the current VS 
welcome input to V2 design

• Involvement in mapping

∗ No validation of work done (or at least no 
feedback to me)

∗ Internal CF mappings
– Interest has been expressed
– If somebody does them, supplies them as 

a simple 3-column spreadsheet then I’ll 
load and deploy them


